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Development Matters non-statutory curriculum guidance:  

3 and 4-year-olds will be learning to:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children in reception will be learning to:  
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National Curriculum Guidelines:  

Year 1 –  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 –  
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Year 3 and 4 -  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 and 6 -  
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The teaching of letter formation / handwriting at Heron Cross:  

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2:  

A timetabled 15-20 minutes a day should be spent on quality letter formation 
practise.  

 
 Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 follow Monster Phonics handwriting scheme.  
 Monster Phonics letter formation rhymes to be used.  
 Children draw the letter in the air from the start to the endpoint. This should 

also be modelled by the teacher. 
 Children complete the relevant letter formation worksheet.  

 
Year 3, 4, 5 and 6:  
 
A timetabled 10-15 minutes a day should be spent on quality handwriting practise 
before each written lesson.  

 Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 practise letter formation of the ‘handwriting families’ and 
stages, with a focus on the National Curriculum objectives for that year group.  

 The chosen letter/s should be correctly modelled by the class teacher, clearly 
for all children to see. Talk about the direction your pen/pencil is going in 
when forming the letters.  

 Children in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 should attempt forming the letter correctly 
three times (remind children that their third attempt should be their best).  

 The class teacher and TA should be active marking whilst children are doing 
this. If it is not done correctly, model correctly in the child’s book, for them to 
attempt again.  

 Choose 3-4 words for the children to practice forming the focussed letter/s 
(more meaningful if they can be linked to future lessons).  

 Chosen words are to be modelled correctly by the class teacher, clearly for all 
children to see. This may be modelled with the use of a visualiser.  

 Repeat active marking and modelling in childrens’ books if needed.   

 
 
Children gaining their ‘Pen Licence’  
 
When children have completed the handwriting outcomes in 
Year 3, children receive a ‘pen license’ certificate during 
celebration assembly and are also provided with their pen.  
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In Years 3, 4, 5 and 6, the handwriting ‘families’ should be taught in the following 
order:  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note: b , g , j , p , q , s , y, do not join on to the following letter  
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